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Thereõs no magazine for the moment so instead thereõs a supplement to our Keeping You in Touch newsletter 
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Dear Friends,  

Most of us like to have some struc-

ture in our lives, some sense of know-

ing what happens next. We divide 

time into years and break years up 

into months and weeks and days. We 

plan for next year, next month, next 

week. Holidays, weddings, special 

celebrations are all joyfully put into 

our diaries and written on the kitchen 

calendar. As are meals with friends, 

family gatherings, dentist and hair 

appointments, sporting events, school 

trips. Some of us like to have year 

planners on our walls, others like to 

use online diaries and other tools to 

manage work and leisure commit-

ments. We like to know where our 

life is going, and we like to have 

things to look forward to. Studies 

show that one of the biggest psycho-

logical challenges faced by long term 

prisoners is not having a future to 

plan for. We like structure and even 

those of us who like or even relish 

change appreciate the need for a 

framework and some degree of cer-

tainty in daily life.  

This structure has been thrown up in 

the air for the last few weeks. We talk 

to each other about what we are go-

ing to do òwhen this is all overó but 

we canõt make any plans at all. We 

have little sense of any timescale. As 

days run into weeks and weeks run 

into months, it becomes increasingly 

hard to plan for anything at all. We 

are left with a sense of discomfort 

which is confusing, disconcerting and 

upsetting. A wilderness.  

The Revd Canon Sally Lodge, Rector 

Words translated as òwildernessó ap-

pear around 300 times in the bible. 

The Hebrew people spent their for-

mative years wandering in the wilder-

ness searching for the promised land, 

both physically and metaphorically. 

Isaiahõs wonderful vision of the future 

in chapter 35 begins: òThe wilderness 

and the dry land shall be glad, the 

desert shall rejoice and blossomó. 

Elijah encountered the òstill, small 

voice of Godó in the wilderness. 

Moses met God in the wilderness of 

the barren slopes of Mount Sinai. And 

the wilderness figures in various de-

fining moments in the life of Jesus.  

In the bible, the wilderness is where 

God prepares his people for the next 

step in their calling. It is not a com-

fortable place to be but it is tempo-

rary. It is a place of planning and 

preparation, praying, contemplation 

and even hope. It has been said that 

the wilderness, as much as we would 

want to resist it, is where God does 

some of his best work.  
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It hardly seems almost two months 

since we were enjoying our monthly 

meeting and cream tea at Adrian and 

Veronica Stabbinsõ lovely home. We 

were also marvelling at the fabulously 

distinctive scenery of Namibia and 

Madagascar and admiring Veronicaõs 

videoing skills. 

And then a month ago appreciated 

Rev. Sallyõs communications on her 

òFools for Christó talk. We look for-

ward to hearing the full talk once we 

are over this ôlockdown ô.....you are 

all welcome and we will be pleased 

to see all of you at this event. 

The unprecedented global crisis 

through which we are living will pass. 

It is a short-term wilderness. We can 

use it for good. There will be silver 

linings amongst the black clouds. We 

may not see them now but they will 

become apparent as time goes on. 

Living quietly, keeping still, trusting in 

a future we cannot control are not 

easy things to do but we can do them 

and, òwhen this is all overó, we will 

reap the benefits for ourselves and for 

society.   

God bless you all.  

Sally 

 

It is so important for us to keep in 

touch...whether through our Zoom 

Sunday Morning Service, mid-day 

Prayers, òsmilesó or just emailing and 

ringing. Keep in contact and keep 

well!  

Remember...... 

Always treasure your past....ask God 

to help you plan your future...and 

pray that God will give us strength to 

live in the present 

Estlyn Davies 

Ascension Window 

The stained glass window on the 

front page depicts the Ascension be-

ing witnessed by the Apostles (Luke 

24:51).  It is situated at the east end 

of the north gallery in Holy Trinity.   

 

The dedication reads òTo the Glory 

of God and in loving memory of 

Emily Charlotte Sullivan who entered 

into rest Mar 30th 1895.  This win-

dow is placed here by her sorrowing 

sister Henrietta Cecily Sullivanó. 

 

A later window dedicated to  

Henrietta depicting Saint Cecilia is 

situated in the south wall of the 

church. 

Josephine Butler is the ôsaintõ for any-

one who believes in social jus-

tice.  This remarkable 19th century 

clergymanõs wife became a renowned 

campaigner for womenõs rights and 

for putting a halt to human traffick-

ing. 

Josephine was born in Northumber-

land in 1828, the daughter of a 

wealthy family of liberal politics and 

committed Christian faith. They had 

already been deeply involved in the 

abolition of slavery and the extension 

of the franchise.  Such notions of 

equality instilled into Josephine a pas-

sionate desire to combat social injus-

tice. 

In 1852 Josephine married George 

Butler, the son of the Headmaster of 

Harrow, who shared her views. 

George was ordained in 1854 and 

they moved first to Oxford and then 

to Cheltenham. In 1863 tragedy 

struck when their daughter Eva fell to 

her death. 

Josephineõs grief found expression a 

few years later, when in 1865 George 

had become Headmaster of Liverpool 

College, and the couple were settling 

in Liverpool. Josephine was horrified 

at the lives of destitute women in 

Liverpool, and so she founded a 

ôhomeõ to care for them, as well as a 

hostel to train them for suitable 

work. In 1869 she agreed to head a 

campaign against the Contagious Dis-

eases Act of 1866, and by 1871 she 

had addressed a Royal Commission, 

explaining how this Act brutalised 

these women, already trapped in the 

slavery of prostitution. She got the 

Act rescinded. 

By 1882, when George had become a 

Residentiary Canon of Winchester 

Cathedral, Josephine had not only 

founded a refuge for recovering pros-

titutes in Winchester, but she had also 

begun to fight sex trafficking across 

the world. This included freeing Brit-

ish girls from Belgian brothels.  By 

1885 Josephine had exposed the 

white slave trade in London, and had 

got Parliament to increase the age of 

consent for girls from 13 to 16, and to 

penalise those engaged in the trans-

port of women for profit.  

In 1890 George died, but Josephine 

continued her work until retirement 

to Northumberland, where she died 

in 1906. 

All in all, Josephine Butlerõs deep 

Christian compassion transformed the 

lives of many tens of thousands of 

suffering women. She has been de-

scribed as one of the most important 

early members of the feminist move-

ment. 

from Parish Pump 

Josephine Butler, Social Reformerñremembered on 30 May 
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19 Attend to (3,2)  

22 Approximately (Acts 4:4) (5)  

23 Tea rite (anag.) (7)  

24 Rule of sovereign (8)  

25 Test (anag.) (4) 

 

Down  

1 The name of the street where Ju-

das lived in Damascus and where 

Saul of Tarsus stayed (Acts 9:11) 

(8) 

2 ôThe playing of the merry ñ , 

sweet singing in the choirõ (5) 

4 ôWe have been saying that ñ ñ 

was credited to him as right-

eousõ (Romans 4:9) (8,5)  

5 Dr Martyn ñ Jones, famous for 

his ministry at Westminster Chapel 

(5)  

6 Port at which Paul landed on his 

way to Rome (Acts 28:13) (7) 

The Bible used  

is the New  

International  

Version. 

Across 

1 ôTherefore let us ñ passing judg-

ment on one anotherõ (Romans 

14:13) (4) 

3 ôI ñ ñ these persons here pre-

sentõ (Marriage service) (4,4)  

9 According to a prearranged time-

table (Numbers 28:3) (7)  

10 Group of eight (5)  

11 The cell into which the Philippian 

jailer put Paul and Silas (Acts 

16:24) (5)  

12 ñ Taylor, pioneer missionary to 

China (6)  

14 Otherwise known as the Eucharist, 

Breaking of Bread, the Lordõs Ta-

ble (4,9)  

17 ôSo that after I have preached to 

others, I ñ will not be disqualified 

for the prizeõ (1 Corinthians 9:27) 

(6) 

7 Observe (Ruth 3:4) (4)  

8 Minister of religion (6)  

13 ôI am ñ of this manõs blood. It is 

your responsibilityõ (Matthew 

27:24) (8)  

15 ôGreater love has no one than this, 

that he ñ ñ his life for his 

friendsõ (John 15:13) (3,4)  

This month the Church cele-

brates the Ascension of Jesus, 

the sending of the Holy Spirit 

at Pentecost, and the fact that 

our God is a Trinity:  Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit.  After the 

Resurrection, Jesus was seen 

on the road to Emmaus, by 

the Sea of Galilee, in houses, 

etc.  He encouraged his disci-

ples, and said that He was 

sending them to all corners of 

the earth, as his witnesses.  40 

days after Easter, Jesus as-

cended into heaven; his work 

on earth was done.  The disci-

ples returned to Jerusalem, 

and on the fateful morning of 

Pentecost, there was suddenly 

the sound as of a mighty rush-

ing wind.  Tongues of flame 

flickered on their heads, and 

they began to praise God in 

many tongues ð to the aston-

ishment of those who heard 

them. That morning the Holy 

Spirit came to indwell all those 

who believed in Jesus: the 

Church was born.  And so we 

have a triune God:  Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit.  

Ascension 

Blessed 

Taken 

Jerusalem 

Wait 

Prayer 

Power 

One 

Room 

Disciples 

Tongues 

Flame 

Joy 

Praise 

Confusion 

Languages 

16 Archbishop who calculated that 

the world began in 4004BC (6)  

18 ôNo one can ñ the kingdom of 

God unless he is born of water 

and the Spiritõ (John 3:5) (5)  

20 Establish by law (5)  

21 Product of Gilead noted for its 

healing properties (Jeremiah 

46:11) (4) 

Earth 

Peter 

Holy  

Spirit 

Trinity  

Father 

Son 

Triune  

puzzle solutions on page 15  


