(14) Prayer Corner

Brief History – The present building dates from 1822 when it replaced an
ancient building with Saxon arches and Norman work that was in dire need
of expensive renovation. The outer walls follow the plan of the mediaeval
church with old burial vaults lying beneath the present floor; retained
memorials from the previous church can be found on the walls. The architect,
Charles Hollis, designed the building with cast iron columns and ribs that support
a 84’ X 60’ roof. It was consecrated by the Bishop of Salisbury on 22nd June,
1822. Along the South Wall you can find a painting of the earlier church,
photographs of the church plate and some past and more recent information
about the church. The eight bells, were transferred from the old building; they
are, by ancient command, rung for royal occasions at the Sovereign’s expense.

Please pause for a while and enjoy the quiet and
prayerfulness of this church. You might like to light a candle or say a prayer.
You are welcome to leave a prayer request in one of the boxes provided.

(13) The Last Supper – a national treasure painted by Franz de Cleyn
(1588-1658), court painter to James I. Previously hung in the St. George’s,
Windsor, it was given to the Parish Church by George III. Before the Apse was
added, the painting hung over the Altar where the screen is now. For the best
view, stand at the end of the central aisle and look up towards the west door

(1) Porch – The pattern on the glass doors is a
replica of the ‘lion and floriated cross’ matrice to Idonea de Audele,
Abbess of Burnham, (1314-1324) who was originally buried in the
old building, near the present pulpit. These doors, together with
the side panels, form the Royal Borough’s war memorial to those
who fell during the second world war. There is a memorial from
the old church made in the year of the Great fire of London to
Mrs Paget of Reading, thrice married and buried here with her
second husband. Opposite, is the bust of Topham Foot, sculpted
by Peeter Gaspar Scheemakers, known for his bust of Shakespeare
and other memorials in Westminster Abbey.
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(11) Organ
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was installed in 1906. By A. Hunter and
Son, it has 57 stops and 20 pistons and couplers and about
3,000 speaking pipes. Separate leaflet available in Porch.

(10) Royal Pew
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(2) Font – Situated close to the main entrance of the church,
the font is a place of welcome and initiation into the
Christian faith. This service is called Baptism or Christening.
The font is filled with water which is used as a symbol of washing
and new life when a child or an adult is welcomed into
the family of the church.

(12) Mayor’s Pew Midway down the Centre Aisle are
wide pews reserved for Aldermen and Councillors, while the
Mayor’s pew bears the Royal Arms of the Borough of
Windsor and a cushion for the mayoral mace.
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Wall memorials – Around the outside walls of the church
you will see several memorials that were retained from the
2
previous church as well as more recent commemorative plaques.
Look out for the memorial to (3) Guardsman Harry Bigge (1514)
and Mayor Wylliam Canon (1509). On the East Wall note the
13
memorial to (4) Edward and Elynor Jobson and their 6 sons
(1 between the parents) and 4 daughters. (5) Hatchment of
1
Richard Gallis, host of the Garter Inn, d 1580, one of the local
personalities that Shakespeare may have drawn on for his
‘Merry Wives of Windsor.’ Near the Main Altar you can see a memorial
to Sir Sidney Camm, (6) designer of the Hawker Hurricane and
other famous RAF Aircraft. Most of the memorials remind us of the life that is to come

The two ‘thrones’ were a gift of
Princess Augusta (daughter of George III) who regularly
worshipped in the Parish Church. The pew is fronted by
wooden panels carved by Grinling Gibbons (1648-1720),
each showing a pelican feeding its young. (Look for the
peapod – Gibbons signature) Formally, these were part of
the altar rail in St George’s, Windsor.

(9) Altar Here Christians celebrate Holy Communion
3 sometimes called Eucharist, Mass or the Lord’s Supper.
Bread and wine are consecrated (blessed) and shared amongst
the people as Jesus asked us to. (see painting (13))
(8) Chancel and Apse was added in 1870 by Samuel
S Teulon. The stained glass windows illustrate Jesus words
in Matthew’s Gospel. (Matthew 25 v35-40) . The mosaics
are by Antonio Salviati (1816-90) and depict the instruments
of the Passion, and below, several angelic musicians with
other symbols.
The Chancel Screen was added in 1898 as a thank offering
for the 60 years reign of Queen Victoria
(7) Brass Lectern dates from 1882 and was given in memory of
James Griffin, a previous churchwarden. The lectern, in the shape of
an eagle to symbolise John the Apostle, faces the congregation.
The Holy Bible is read out loud from here during services.

Welcome to Windsor Parish
Church of St. John the Baptist
Christians have worshipped on this
site for over 900 years, though the
present building dates from 1822.

This Church is an inclusive
worshipping community that seeks to
serve God through action,
service and prayer.
All ages are welcome at the services.
During the year, there are concerts
and other events.

Welcome to

We hope you enjoy your visit today.
Please take time to look around the church.
Services at the Parish Church
Sundays at 11.15am
1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays
2nd and 4th Sundays

Morning Service
Choral Communion

Mondays at 1pm
A service of Peace and Healing
The Parish Church is open daily for prayer, for
visitors and those who wish to light a candle

We make no charge for entry to this
sacred building but maintaining the
building for the local community and the
many visitors who come here to look
around, to stop and pray is costly.
If you would like to help continue the work of
serving this community and the many
visitors, please put your donation in the box
provided near the main door.

For Baptisms, weddings and funerals
please speak to one of the clergy or
contact us at team@windsorchurches.org.uk

The Parish Church is one of the churches in
The Church of England in Central Windsor.
For services at our other Team Churches,
please pick up a leaflet or visit
www.windsorchurches.org.uk

You are welcome to take photographs

For information about the Friends scheme at
this church, pick up a card at the back of the
church or email us
friends@windsorchurches.org.uk
Parish Church of St John the Baptist
The High Street, Windsor, SL4 1LT
Email: team@windsorchurches.org.uk
Website: www.windsorparishchurch.org.uk

WINDSOR
PARISH CHURCH OF
ST JOHN THE BAPTIST
Enter this Church,
not as a stranger but as a guest.
Discover its history found
in every stone
stone
Rest a while and enjoy the peace
of this place of prayer and worship
Jesus said, ‘Come to me all who are
Weary and I will refresh you.’

