May 2022
the online newsletter
from the Church of England in Central Windsor
starkness of the liturgy, this year in
particular, seemed even more poignant
because of the ongoing war in Ukraine.
Then on Easter Day the celebration of
Christ’s resurrection symbolised by the
lighting of the new fire and the flame of
the risen Jesus Christ carried into a
darkened building as a new Paschal
Candle is brought into church. The
proclamation ‘The Light of Christ’ once
again heralding that Jesus Christ rose
from the dead.

The Revd John Quick
Dear Friends,
It was wonderful to travel through Holy
Week from Palm Sunday and celebrate
Easter with services in our churches this
year after, what seems to have been an
eternity during ‘lockdown’ and other
‘Covid’ restrictions.
Music performed by John Halsey and
the string quartet seemed a beautiful
and altogether an appropriate prelude
to remembering of the events of Good
Friday. I have always found the reading
of the Passion Gospel on this day, an
extremely emotional experience. The

May is a month of Easter celebration
for forty days until Ascension Day (this
year May 26th). During the Easter
season we hear each Sunday readings
from the Acts of the Apostles reminding
us of the growth of the Christian Church
after Jesus’ Resurrection and Ascension.
As Christians around the world
celebrate Christ’s Resurrection, so we in
the northern hemisphere also witness
Spring changing to Summer, new life
and new growth. The three days prior
to Ascension Day are set aside as
Rogation Days. The word comes from
the Latin ‘rogare’, which means to ask.
In farming areas, they were
traditionally set side to bless the fields
continued on next page
windsor.churchnews@gmail.com

Palm Sunday 2022

continued from previous page
and ask for God’s blessing on all of
creation.
Blessing of the fields and walking the
bounds of the parish are still part of
rural life in some places today.
Christian Aid Week has become an
important date in the church calendar.
This year the week runs from the 15th to
21st May. It is easy to forget, as we focus
on helping those in Ukraine, that there
are many other places in our World
where teaching people how to help
themselves with our support is really
vital and can help with environmental
issues.
Windsor churches have always given
great support to Christian Aid and with
so much war and conflict in the world,
there is a real need for an organisation
that teaches others new life skills as
well as alleviating suffering.
May too, is a month rich in the
celebrations of those who have
exemplified the Christian life. Beginning
with the Saints Philip and James (1st.)
and ending with the Visitation of Mary

to Elizabeth (31st). Other notable people
remembered during the month include
Julian of Norwich (8th), Matthias the
Apostle (14th), John and Charles Wesley
(24th) and Augustine first Archbishop of
Canterbury (26th). The Venerable Bede
is celebrated this year the day before
Ascension Day (25th); his written legacy
to English Christianity should always be
honoured and remembered. His simple
tomb in the Galilee chapel at the west
end of Durham Cathedral contrasts
with Cuthbert’s shrine behind the High
altar.
In these days of heartbreak and concern
for all the people of the Ukraine and
other places of conflict, we need to
remember that the overwhelming
message of Easter is one of hope.
So, I end with a quote from Mother
Julian of Norwich, a medieval anchoress
and mystic. ‘Sin is inevitable, but all
shall be well, and all manner of things
shall be well.’
Father John.

Church Opening Times
Windsor Parish Church of St John the Baptist (High Street) daily, all day
St Stephen & St Agnes Church (Vansittart Road)

daily, all day

All Saints’ Church (Frances Road)
Holy Trinity Church (Trinity Place & Claremont Road)

Tues & Sat, all day
Wed, Thu & Fri
9:30-11:30am

Exploring Faith and Confirmation Palm Sunday
Young people and adults who would
like to find out more about being
confirmed are invited to take part in
our Confirmation Group which will be
led by Fr Richard. The Group will meet
on Sundays from 3.30-4.30pm
commencing 15 May, and continuing
on 22 May, 29 May, 12 June, 26 June
and 3 July. The deanery Confirmation
will take place at St Luke’s,
Maidenhead on 19 June. This is an
Enquirers Course as much as a
Confirmation Course and there is no
obligation to be confirmed at the end
of it so please come along, even if you
are not sure!

Thank you to Catherine Sewell for
sharing the photograph on the first
page with us. If you weren’t with us,
the weather was beautiful for the
procession across the three parishes.
Please join us next year on 2 April!

Ascension Day
The Sung Eucharist on
Ascension Day,
Thursday 26 May,
is 7:30pm at
All Saints’ Church in
Frances Road.
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28 ‘This is the account of Shem,Ham and
Japheth,—sons’ (Genesis 10:1) (5)
29 ‘I will...make them drunk,so that they...sleep
for—and— awake’ (Jeremiah 51:39) (4,3)
30 Paul said of him,‘he often refreshes me and is
not ashamed of my chains’ (2 Timothy 1:16)
(11)

Down
2 Worth (Matthew 13:46) (5)
3 ‘A bruised — he will not break’ (Matthew 12:20)
(4)
4 ‘Suddenly a great company of the heavenly —
appeared with the angel’ (Luke 2:13) (4)
5 Slip (anag.) (4)
6 ‘Take an awl and push it through his — — into
the door, and he will become your servant for
life’ (Deuteronomy 15:17) (3,4)
7 Bountiful (2 Corinthians 8:2) (11)
Across
8 ‘Therefore, as we have — , let us do good to all
1 Overpowered (Deuteronomy 11:4) (11)
people’ (Galatians 6:10) (11)
9 ‘The — are mantled with corn’ (Psalm 65:13) (7)
12 Acquire(2Timothy2:10)(6)
10 ‘Each man—a sword to his side’(Exodus32:27)(5)
14 Container cover(Numbers19:15)(3)
11 On the death of Jesus the curtain in the temple
15 ‘He...became obedient to death,even death
was torn from— to bottom (Matthew 27:51) (3)
on——!’ (Philippians 2:8) (1,5)
13 Stagger(Isaiah 28:7)(4)
19 Refrain(1Peter2:11)(7)
16 ‘Anyone,then,who knows the good he ought——
20 ‘She began to—his feet with her
and doesn’t do it, sins’ (James 4:17) (2,2)
tears’(Luke7:38)(3)
17 Stir up or provoke(Acts13:50)(6)
24 One who worships Brahma,Vishnu or Shiva(5)
18 Burden(Luke11:46)(4)
25 ‘Give to everyone who—you’(Luke6:30)(4)
20 ‘As far as the east is from the—,so far has he
26 ‘I lift up my eyes to the hills;where does my—
removed our transgressions from us’ (Psalm
come from?’ (Psalm 121:1) (4)
103:12) (4)
27 One of those whom the Lord said would be
21 Sign(Luke23:38)(6)
taken from Jerusalem and Judah as judgment
22 ‘After that,Jesus poured water into a basin and
on them (Isaiah 3:2) (4)
began to—his disciples’ feet’ (John 13:5) (4)
23 The nature of the seven ears of corn which
The Bible used
swallowed up the good ears in Pharaoh’s dream
is the New
(Genesis 41:23) (4)
International
25 Has(anag.)(3)
Version.

A prayer for Ukraine
Lord, we pray for Ukraine, a nation in which 70% of the population call
themselves Christian.You, Lord, make wars cease to the end of the
earth; you break bows, shatter spears, and burn shields with fire
[Psalm 46:9]. And so, we ask you now to save the lives of many
people in Ukraine. De-escalate this crisis. We hear of wars and
rumours of wars (Matt. 24:6], but you Lord are our rock, our fortress
and our deliverer. Our hope is in you. And so we address the nations
now. In the name of Jesus we say: “Be still and know God! He is
exalted among the nations; He shall be exalted in the earth [Psalm
46:10]. Kyrie eleison – Lord have mercy.
Ukraine
War
Cease
Earth
Break
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Come and See. Lent Course for the Oxford Diocese

After the spiritual intensity of last month’s sixteenth century poem, “Crucifying” by
John Donne, this month I have chosen a twentieth century poem describing a very
different sort of intensity. D. H. Lawrence wrote his poem “Peace” while he was living
on the island of Sicily in Taormina near the slopes of Mount Etna. I like the tension
that he describes between the “congealed …. black lava on the doorstep” and the
“white-hot lava” within, leading to his final question.
Michael Bailey

Peace
Peace is written on the doorstep
In lava.
Peace, black peace congealed.
My heart will know no peace
Till the hill bursts.
Brilliant, intolerable lava
Brilliant as a powerful burning-glass
Walking like a royal snake down the mountain towards the sea.

Two groups of parishioners very much
enjoyed Bishop Steven’s five meditations
on the Lord’s Prayer, given in his warm,
thoughtful style and the subsequent
conversations we had together.
The vision for this Lent Course, was that
all over the Diocese, churches would pray
together throughout Lent and each
person would deepen their spiritual life
and learn some different ways of
praying.
The Lord’s Prayer was an ideal starting
point for this; we were able to think
deeply and widely what the words meant
for us, today. Each week, an introduction
to a different way of praying was
suggested and many of us found these
interesting and something we might
return to in the future.

The vision was very good but
unfortunately the materials were not
disseminated in enough time for such
an ambitious project. With good will
and determination, there is no reason
why our church in Windsor couldn’t use
Lent 2023 as a time when we all, adults
and children, try some different ways of
prayer throughout the five weeks, and
as a whole church become more deeply
prayerful.
The nine days between Ascension Day
and Pentecost will be an ideal time to
follow up this course with some short
daily prayers; if anyone would like to
join me in this, please do get in touch.
Anne Casson
Windsor.llm@gmail.com

Forests, cities, bridges
Gone again in the bright trail of lava.
Naxos thousands of feet below the olive-roots,
And now the olive leaves thousands of feet below the lava fire.
Peace congealed in black lava on the doorstep.
Within, white-hot lava, never at peace
Till it burst forth blinding, withering the earth;
To set again into rock
Grey-black rock.
Call it Peace?
D. H. Lawrence (1885 – 1930)

Windsor Decorating Services
All aspects of interior/exterior
Domestic and Commercial
Property repairs & maintenance
Telephone: 01753 867920 Mobile: 07961 949969

Last month Fr Richard went to France, as
Chaplain toThe London Regiment, to
rededicate the graves of Rifleman Albert
George Sleet, Lieutenant Wilfrid Ashton
Piercy and Serjeant James Gration DCM,
who died during the Great War whilst
serving with battalions of The London
Regiment.
The services, which were organised by
the MOD’s Joint Casualty and
Compassionate Centre (JCCC), also
known as the ‘MOD War Detectives’,
were held at the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission’s (CWGC) Arras
Road Cemetery, Dud Corner Cemetery
and Lebucquiere Communal Cemetery
Extension respectively, all in the Pasde-Calais region of France.
The graves of all three men were
identified after researchers submitted
evidence suggesting that their graves
had been located. After further
research by CWGC, the National Army
Museum and MOD JCCC, it was
confirmed as part of MOD JCCC’s
adjudication that these men had in fact
been found.
Rifleman Albert George Sleet
Rfn Albert George Sleet was born in
Kentish Town, London, in 1885. He was
one of eleven children born to Reuben
and Mary Sleet. He worked as a
postman before the war. Rfn Sleet
arrived on the Western Front on 18
March 1915 with 1/8th Battalion The
London Regiment (Post Office Rifles).
The War Diaries of 1/8th Battalion The
London Regiment show that on 14
October 1915, they moved into the

frontline west of Hulluch, near Loos-enGohelle. The following day, 15 October
1915, three soldiers of the battalion
were killed. One of these men was Rfn
Sleet who was aged 30.

Albert George Sleet
(Courtesy of the
Sleet family)

and France, he qualified as a school
master. On 29 March 1912, Wilfrid
joined 17th Battalion The London
Regiment (Poplar and Stepney Rifles) as
a Territorial Officer. He was promoted
to Lieutenant on 4 December 1913. As a
territorial Officer, on the outbreak of
war Wilfrid volunteered for overseas
service. He arrived on the Western
Front on 9 March 1915.

Wilfred Ashton Piercy

With no known grave, he was
commemorated on the Loos
Memorial which surrounds Dud Corner
Cemetery. His family who attended the
rededication service, had previously
visited the memorial to pay their
respects unaware that he was buried as
an unknown soldier in the same
cemetery.
Lieutenant Wilfrid Ashton Piercy
Lieutenant Wilfrid Ashton Piercy was
born in Tai Ping Tong Canton, China, on
21 May 1880. He was the eldest of four
children born to George and Annie
Maria Piercy. His father was a Wesleyan
Minister and the founder of Wesleyan
Missions in China. When Wilfrid was still
a young child the family returned to
London. After studying in both London

Lt Piercy was killed aged 35, near Loosen-Gohelle on 26 September 1915, the
second day of the Battle of Loos. He
was commemorated on the Loos
Memorial, as his grave at Arras Road
Cemetery could not at the time be
identified. The rededication of his grave
was attended by members of his family.
Serjeant James Gration DCM
Sjt James Gration DCM was born in
Pentrich, Derbyshire, in 1891. He was
one of seven children born to Thomas
and Elizabeth Gration. In 1914 he
married Edith Marshall in Mansfield,
Nottinghamshire. Their daughter Edith
Olive Marshall Gration was born on 17
August 1915.
Serjeant Gration arrived on the Western
Front on 25 January 1917, when his

battalion, 2/5th Battalion The London
Regiment (London Rifle Brigade), was
deployed. On 30 January 1918, he was
attached to 1/28th Battalion The London
Regiment (Artists Rifles).
Sjt Gration was killed on 24 March 1918,
shortly after the beginning of the
German Spring Offensive as British
forces were overwhelmed and in
retreat. Sjt Gration was recorded as
missing and commemorated on the
Arras Memorial. His grave is
at Lebucquiere Communal Cemetery
Extension.

Sjt James
Gration DCM
with his wife
Edith
(Courtesy of
Andy Pugh)

Following his death, Sjt Gration was
awarded the Distinguished Conduct
Medal. The citation published in the
London Gazette of 21 October 1918
stated:
‘For conspicuous gallantry and devotion
to duty during an attack. When his officer
had become a casualty, he led his
platoon with great courage and
continued on next page

continued from previous page
determination, reaching his objective and
personally killing three of the enemy.
During the whole time he set a fine
example to his men.’

Paws for Thought

The services were attended by serving
soldiers of The London Regiment and
The Rifles, and were conducted by the
Reverend Richard Terrado-Reardon CF
Chaplain to The London Regiment.
The Reverend Reardon said:
“In being asked to officiate at these
rededication services for Rfn Sleet, Lt
Percy and Sjt Gration, these men were
family members of the London regiment.
This reintegration into the family of the
London regiment draws us evermore
close to the sacrifice of all those who lost
their life in World War One, and in doing
so we enrich not only our sense of
heritage, but our own identity as we
recognise our shared values that inspired
these men to serve.
We cannot bring them home, but we can
provide a home as we rededicate not
only their lives but our own commitment
to them and those personnel serving this
day.”
The headstones marking all three
graves have been replaced by the
CWGC, so they now commemorate
these three brave men by name. The
Commission will continue to care
for their final resting places in
perpetuity.
from the Commonwealth War Graves
website

Hello again,
After Easter this year we went to
Dorset for a couple of days rest and
relaxation. I’m from Suffolk and have
lived all my life in Essex and Berkshire
so this was my first time in Dorset. I
really enjoyed all the new sights and
smells. There were lots and lots of
sheep, enormous cows and even some
llamas in the field next to us – that was
a new experience for me! The big
difference to living in Windsor however
was how dark it was at night. Inside our
cottage it was so dark when I woke up
in the middle of the night that I couldn’t
even see my paw in front of my eyes. It
was quite scary and I was very pleased
that my excellent sense of smell had
not deserted me or I might have had to
wake The Boss!

In the morning, when I could see my
paws again, I told her that the darkness
had reminded me of the opening words
of the bible about darkness covering
the face of the earth. It had made me
think how these words would have
sounded to the people who first heard
them, thousands and thousands of
years ago when there was no electricity
and certainly no light pollution. It’s
difficult for us, dogs and humans, to
imagine what complete and utter
darkness is like, and how scary it might
feel.
I think The Boss enjoyed listening to my
thoughts. She reminded me that the
gospel of John also starts with powerful
words about darkness, reminding us
that Jesus is the light of all people. The
light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it. The next
time I find myself in the depths of the
Dorset countryside, I shall try to
remember these words!

Regular
midweek services
Mondays
9am Morning Prayer
- All Saints’ Church
Wednesdays
9am Morning Prayer
- St Stephen & St Agnes Church
11am Holy Communion (BCP)
- Holy Trinity Church
Fridays
9am Morning Prayer
- Holy Trinity Church

With all good wishes
Barnabas
The Vicarage Dog

Collection for Ukraine
Thank you to everyone who
contributed to the collection for
Ukraine. A total of £2,134 was raised.
You can still donate directly to the
Disasters Emergency Committee
Ukraine Appeal.

Congratulations Frank!
Congratulations to Frank Blagrove,
Tower Captain at Windsor Parish
Church of St John the Baptist, who
received Maundy Money this year.
Frank has been bell ringing locally for
seventy years! Prince Charles
distributed the money, at the service at
St George’s Chapel in Windsor, on
behalf of the Queen. Unfortunately
Frank wasn’t well enough to go in
person and his son, Ian, received it on
his behalf.

We have completed another busy
month supporting the varied needs of
our guests. Spring has arrived and
lifted the mood towards the end of
the month. We have seen 8 new
guests register this month and we
continue to work hard to move our
guests into permanent
accommodation and support them
through their journey.
We had a nice meeting with the lovely
Jackson family (pictured below) early in
March who have contributed £1,207.83
via ‘Just Giving’ and thanks to Janette
one of our lovely Saturday volunteers
and also a teacher, her school
Bishopsgate agreed to match the
Jackson family donation, for £1050.30.
Huge thanks to the Jackson family for
such an amazing fundraising effort and
to Janette for arranging the school’s
joint effort.
What an amazing boost to the project !
Thank you so much…

One of our guests, Farida wrote this
‘thank you’ note to all at WHP. Its so
rewarding to see all our hard work
making a real difference to peoples
lives!

Thankyou for being my light when I
found myself in complete darkness for
the help I received and still continue to
receive…I am forever grateful
There are angels in heaven but I do feel
there are angels on earth in the work you
all do
Thank you

Farida (left) giving one of our guests a
smart new haircut! She does regular
sessions on a Wednesday
I am so very grateful to the WHP
At a time when I was at my lowest point
…several bereavements…..the loss of my
soulmate of 16 years ..a few bad
decisions I fled a toxic and violent
relationship…and found myself homeless
and penniless and suicidal
But with the support of Dash and the
WHP I rebuilt my life
The WHP helped me to get a house
…helped me furnish it ..supported me
with food bank and counselling which I
still attend at the project …fast forward 1
year and I’m still here
Now in a beautiful home with a beautiful
garden and a new career …rebuilt
relationships with my family and I
decided to give something back to the
community and project by offering my
hairdressing and barber skills to others

Nick did a big drop off in the van to
our friends at The Cowshed now at
their lovely new premises in Reading.
Nice that we can help them as they
often help us and our guests with
various items of clothes and soft
furnishings.
Also a mention goes out to Maaike at
Lodge Brothers funeral directors for
their support, a few metres from Holy
Trinity Church. They act as a drop off
point for the Cowshed.
A great use of your donations was
demonstrated when we rehoused and
relocated a guest and ex veteran,
Stuart to Scotland With help from the
local veterans
organisation up there.
We were able to put
Stuart into
accommodation at the
Prince Albert guest
house and they kindly
accommodated his dog
as well!
You can donate to
Windsor Homeless
Project here.

adapted from WHP’s
March Newsletter

We last published this item in 2016 and it
might be interesting to have a refresher,
especially with two such beautiful copes
pictured on page one. Thank you to Jane
Burr for supplying the article.

Chasuble: A circular or oval cape with
ophreys and a central opening for the
head. It is the principal vestments of an
officiating priest and coloured according
to the church’s season.

The church has a particular terminology
for items of linen, clothing, silverware etc
the origins of which usually date back
hundreds of years. You may also have
noticed that the banner in our Sunday
emails changes (along with our porch
notices which takes the colour of the the
prevailing season).

Ophreys: Embroidered bands on
chasuble, dalmatic or tunicle.

Vestments and Clerical Clothing
Amice: A white linen neck cloth with an
apparel at one end.
Apparel: A decorated panel.

Dalmatic: A short, wide-sleeved, opensided, over-tunic decorated with stripes
(clavi) running from front to back over
the shoulders and sometimes with
apparels. Worn by deacons at the
Eucharist and on certain occasions by
bishops.
Tunical: Similar to the dalmatic but
worn by a sub-deacon.

Maniple: A decorated panel worn over
the arm, a vestigal napkin and purse
combined. Currently not in fashion.
Stole: A decorated band of material
worn over the left shoulder and under
the right arm by a deacon, crossed in the
front of the body by a priest and
uncrossed by a bishop.
Usually

decorated at the ends and neck and
worn under the chasuble.
Cope: A semi-circular cape fastened
with a morse (a metal or embroidered
clasp) and decorated with ophreys.
Worn over a cassock and surplice or alb
in procession.
The amice represents the helmet of
salvation.
The alb represents integrity.
The cincture represents chastity.
The maniple represents tears.
The stole represents immortality.
The chasuble represents charity.

Cassock: A full-length gown buttoned
at the front and coloured according to
rank. It may have 39 buttons to
represent the 39 Articles of belief of the
church and found in the Book of
Common Prayer.
Alb: A full length garment of white linen
with sleeves and secured at the waist by
a girdle or cincture rope.
Surplice: A white gown with long
flowing sleeves, worn over the cassock
and generally substituted for the alb.
Worn by the clergy, lay readers, servers
and members of the choir. It is a
development of the alb and from the 6th
century was worn by the lower clergy
and priests except at the Mass.
continued on next page
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Liturgical Colours
Used for vestments, altar frontals etc to
mark the seasons and festivals. The
rules used to be very simple but since
the introduction of Common Worship
and the Church of England Lectionary
the lines have become more blurred.
As a general rule the following apply
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100 years ago, on 27th May 1922 that Christopher Lee, British film actor was born.
Best known for his many Hammer Horror films, especially his role as Dracula. He also
played a leading role in The Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit. (Died 2015)
90 years ago, on 9th May 1932 that London’s Piccadilly Circus was lit with electrical
lighting for the first time. The road junction later became famous for its neon lighting
and video advertising displays.
60 years ago, on 25th May 1962 that the new Coventry Cathedral was consecrated.
The previous one had been destroyed by German bombing during WWII.

Red: Associated with the Holy Spirit,
fire and martyrdom. Used for Palm
Sunday, and Holy Week, Pentecost and
saints who were martyrs. It can be used
from the fourth Sunday before Advent
to Advent Sunday (the Kingdom
season).

50 years ago, on 28th May 1972 that Prince Edward, Duke of Windsor, died. He was
formerly Edward VIII, until his abdication in December 1936.
40 years ago, 27th-28th May 1982 that the Battle of Goose Green took place during the
Falklands War. British victory.

Green: Signifying new life and hope.
The ‘Ordinary Time’ colour used from
Candlemas to Ash Wednesday and from
Trinity Sunday to Advent.

25 years ago, 1st May 1997 that the Labour Party won a landslide victory, ending 18
years of Conservative Rule. Tony Blair became Prime Minister.
15 years ago, on 3rd May 2007 that three-year-old Madeleine McCann went missing
while on holiday with her parents in Praia da Luz, Portugal. Despite long-running
investigations costing millions of pounds, she has never been found. Her
disappearance is the most-reported missing person case in history.

Purple: Signifying penitence. For
Advent and Ash Wednesday to Palm
Sunday.

....Quiz Night anyone?! VS

150 years ago, on 18th May 1872 that Bertrand Russell, Welsh philosopher,
mathematician, historian, and writer was born. He won the 1950 Nobel Prize in
Literature.
125 years ago, on 26th May 1897 that Bram Stoker’s horror novel Dracula was
published.

White/Gold: Signifying joy. For
Christmas, Epiphany to Candlemas,
Maundy Thursday, Easter, to Pentecost,
Ascension Day, Trinity Sunday, All
Saints, Feasts of St Mary, Apostles,
Bishops etc.

Rose Pink: for 3rd Sunday in Advent
and Mothering Sunday (4th Sunday in
Lent)

This month it was…

invite you to join them for a
concert as part of the 800th Anniversary
celebrations for the Parish Church of St
Peter & St Andrew in Old Windsor on
Saturday 7 May at 3pm. Entrance is £5
- there will also be a collection for the
DEC’s humanitarian appeal for Ukraine.

10 years ago, on 18th May 2012 that social media network Facebook went public. Its
initial public offering raised $16 billion – the third-largest amount in US history.
from Parish Pump

The story behind ‘Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son’
Baptisms
Madison Kimber (St Stephen & St Agnes)
Roman Creedy (Windsor Parish Church)
Valentina Wood (All Saints’)
Emily Blanchard (Windsor Parish Church)
Oliver Blanchard (Windsor Parish Church)
Romeo Tanna (St Stephen & St Agnes)
Weddings

Funerals
David Fletcher (Holy Trinity)
Derek Prime (Holy Trinity)

Here is a hymn that is so well known
and loved that it has simply burst the
bounds of Easter, and gets sung
regularly at other times of the year. It
has two stories behind it.

It is not clear who first had the happy
idea of teaming those words with that
music, but when they did, the hymn
really took off. By 1904 it was being
translated into other languages.

First, the music. The rousing music did
not start out as a hymn, but instead was
written by Handel for his opera ‘Judas
Maccabeus’, first performed in 1746.
Originally the words ran ‘See the
conquering hero comes’, for Handel’s
opera tells the story (found in the
Apocrypha) of the leader of the Jews,
Judas Maccabeus, who led an army
against the Syrians and restored
worship at the Temple. With its
triumphant refrain after each verse, the
music is easy to learn and sing, and can
be played to great effect either by the
trumpets, on an organ in a large
resonant church, or even on guitars.

The theme of ‘battle’ is never far from
this hymn, whether it was the battle of
Judas Maccabeus, or the battle over sin
which was won by Christ on the cross
and in rising from the tomb. Easter, of
course, marked the biggest victory over
the biggest enemies of all time: sin and
death.

Secondly, the words. They were not
written until 1884, which was 138 years
after the music. We owe them to the
Revd Raymond Budry, a Swiss pastor
from Lausanne. Ordained in the Free
Evangelical Church in Vaud, he spent 35
years as the pastor of Vevey on Lake
Geneva. Budry wrote the hymn in
French (‘A Toi La Gloire!’) to console
himself after the death of his first wife,
and a year later (1885) it was published
in Chants Evangeliques. Soon it found
its way into English – translated by a
Baptist minister from Kingston-uponThames, Richard Hoyle.

What would Handel make of it, if he
could know that his battle music had
become one of the world’s most
popular and well-known Easter hymns?
He was a devout man, working for the
poor, praying twice each day, and
attending St Paul’s Cathedral. So, it
seems pretty certain that he would be
delighted.
from Parish Pump

Platinum Jubilee Come & Sing
with Brian Kay
Windsor Parish Church of St John the
Baptist will be hosting a Come & Sing
day led by the ever-popular Brian Kay
on Saturday 14th May. To book a place
to take part, follow the link here.

1 The Third Sunday of Easter
10am Sung Eucharist – All Saints’ Church
2 Philip and James, Apostles (transferred from 1 May)
3 7.30pm New Windsor Annual Parochial Church Mee�ng – NW Parish Hall
at All Saints’
4 English Saints and Martyrs of the Reformation Era
8 The Fourth Sunday of Easter
10am Sung Eucharist – Holy Trinity Church
12 Gregory Dix, Priest, Monk, Scholar, 1952
14 Matthias the Apostle
15 The Fifth Sunday of Easter
10am Sung Eucharist – St Stephen & Agnes Church
12pm St Stephen & St Agnes Annual Parochial Church Mee�ng
3.30pm Exploring Faith & Confirma�on Group – Holy Trinity Church
16 Caroline Chisholm, Social Reformer, 1877
19 Dunstan, Archbishop of Canterbury, Restorer of Monastic Life, 988
20 Alcuin of York, Deacon, Abbot of Tours, 804
21 Helena, Protector of the Holy Places, 330
22 The Sixth Sunday of Easter
10am Sung Eucharist – Windsor Parish Church
3.30pm Exploring Faith & Confirma�on Group – Holy Trinity Church
24 John and Charles Wesley, Evangelists, Hymn Writers, 1791 and 1788
25 The Venerable Bede, Monk at Jarrow, Scholar, Historian, 735
Aldhelm, Bishop of Sherborne, 709
26 Ascension Day
7.30pm Sung Eucharist – All Saints’ Church
27 4pm Messy Church – All Saints’ Church (book here)
28 Lanfranc, Prior of Le Bec, Archbishop of Canterbury, Scholar, 1089
29 The Seventh Sunday of Easter
10am Sung Eucharist – All Saints’ Church
3.30pm Exploring Faith & Confirma�on Group – Holy Trinity Church
30 Josephine Butler, Social Reformer, 1906
Joan of Arc, Visionary, 1431
Apolo Kivebulaya, Priest, Evangelist in Central Africa, 1933
31 The Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth

